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Commander’s Corner
NW Dept. B.A.R. Members,
I hope this issue of the BARSHOT finds you all well. I’ll start on a somber
note by letting you all know that we lost three of our number in December. MaryJo
Lucas, 23rd R.W.F., past NW Dept. Bd. member-at-large, Mike Crane, 60th Regt. of
Foot, and Jim Pastorius, Nelson’s Rifles, all passed away in December. All three will
be missed by their friends and loved ones, and I hope we all will be reminded how
even the best of friendships are fleeting. I am sure you all join me in wishing the
best for their families.
Now that the Holidays are passed, it is time to begin getting ready for the
2022 event season. The NW Dept. Board has a fine schedule arranged, with two
new sites, one site that we are returning to after many years away, and several of
our regular events. The 2022 schedule so far, consists of:
9-10 April – NW Dept. School, Hale Farm & Village, Bath, Ohio. We haven’t been to Hale Farm in many
years, and holding our school there is a re-introduction to the site, where we’ll return in
October to do a regular event for the public.
https://www.wrhs.org/plan-your-visit/hale-farm/ Bob Cairns, coordinator
(Watch the website & email BLASTS for the event notice)
30 April-1 May- Ohio Civil War Show, Richland County Fairgrounds, Mansfield, Ohio. This is an annual
favorite for the NW Dept., and a chance to take part in and visit one of the largest militaria shows in the country.
https://ohiocivilwarshow.com/wp/ Bob Cairns coordinator

11-12 June – Heritage Village, Cincinnati, Ohio. A new site for the NW Dept. We will be part of a “timeline” event on Saturday, along with military from a number of other periods. We will be demonstrating camp life in
such activities as cooking, drill, gaming, sewing, equipment care, and
anything else you can come up with. We also will do our regular weapons and clothing demo/
lectures. We can stay over Saturday evening and have Sunday to sharpen our interpretive
skills, drill and presentations to the public. If you can only make one day, please let it be Saturday. https://
heritagevillagecincinnati.org/ Bob Cairns, coordinator
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16-17 July- Fort Laurens State Memorial, Bolivar, Ohio. This is annually our most well-attended event
and is the site of Ohio’s only Revolutionary War Fort. https://www.fortlaurensmuseum.org/
Bob Cairns, coordinator

6-7 August- Ft. Steuben, Steubenville, Ohio Another new site for the NW Dept., Ft. Steuben was
erected in 1787 and was very important in the early settlement of Ohio. It is in downtown
Steubenville, on a bluff overlooking the Ohio River.

http://www.oldfortsteuben.com/

Doug Wechter, coordinator

25 Sept.-Brecksville, Ohio This one-day event (Sunday) is put on annually by the Cleveland MetroParks. It is in a beautiful part of Cleveland’s “Emerald Necklace”, and we always see a very
interested and attentive audience. Bill Lucas, coordinator https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/
calendar/2021/bnc/brecksville/september/fallfest-18th-century-festival

15-16 October- Hale Farm & Village, Bath, Ohio. We return to Hale Farm in the Fall for a regular NW
Dept. event. There are incredible possibilities for us in terms of tacticals, demos, and this site

is in the middle of the Cuyahoga Valley National Park (the Hale Farm site is a local historic society). It is a truly beautiful
area, and the Brigade of the American Revolution held their Grand Encampment there in late 1970s.

We are also currently working on an event at Adena Mansion, Chillicothe, Ohio, as
well as our annual Firelock Match, site to be determined. We are negotiating with
Hannas Town, Greensburg, Pa. as well. Both the site managers and the NW Dept.
Board are eager to work together but scheduling conflicts may have us choose a 2023
date for Hannas Town. So, please mark these dates on your calendars, and continue
to watch the NWDBARSHOT.com site for additions. Watch your email and the
NWDBARSHOT.com page for event information mailings.
While I am on the subject of event mailings, let me encourage you all to get your
email address to NW Dept. Adjutant Bob Kashary, and keep it current so you can receive the BLASTS he sends with important NW Dept. information.
In closing, let me say how pleased I am with our 2022 schedule. Going to three
new sites has the potential to attract new members to our living history avocation.
Just remember, there is not magic formula for recruiting, but I am absolutely sure of
this – if you are NOT at an event, you will NOT be attracting new members. So, get
these weekends on your calendars and talk up these events with your unit members,
and I’ll see you all at our first formation at our next event.
Remember to keep checking your email and our nwdbarshot.com website for
schedule updates and event notices.
Bob Cairns, 8th Pa., Ft. Laurens Det.
Commander, NW Dept., B.A.R.
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Lost from our Ranks

The Brigade has lost a dear friend in the passing of Mary Jo Lucas. She will be
missed at every future event, and we will share memories of all the fun we had
with her in the past.
I don’t remember the day I first met Mary Jo. She just kind of eased into the circle
of friends we women formed, we women who were members of the Brigade of the
American Revolution. We Patriot women never held it against Mary Jo that Bill decided to reenact for the 23rd Regiment of Foot No, Mary Jo didn’t have too many
other Crown forces ladies to really hang out with, so we let her join up with us. We
even let her end many conversations with “God save the King.”
Mary Jo joined the Brigade about 30 years ago. A few years after she joined, she
was voted onto the Board of the Northwest Department of the Brigade, a position
she held for over 20 years. As a member of the Board, she helped make a lot of
decisions, voted on a lot of legislation, sat for hours in a large fireplace at Wally
Richardson’s house—she was proud of that because, while the fireplace was huge,
she was the only one who could really fit inside it--and brought donuts to every
meeting. She earned the title (in the Brigade) of Lady Lucas. We, her friends,
bowed and scraped on rare occasions just to let her enjoy the title.
If there is such a thing as reincarnation, Mary Jo must have enjoyed a previous life
in medieval or Elizabethan England. Mary Jo was the only person I know who could
keep all of the Tudors, Plantagenets, Lancasters and Yorkists straight. If she couldn’t, she certainly fooled us! She was a voracious reader and begged us time and
time again to just take books out of the libraries, because it was important to keep
their circulation numbers up. We exchanged books, we talked about books we’d
read, we judged the accuracy of the history. But Mary Jo’s word held the final
straw. If she said the book was terrible, we agreed, deferring to her superior
knowledge!
Mary Jo’s wit won the day on more than one occasion. Her sarcasm just seemed to
take the edge off whatever was going on that was making us nuts. A tent falling on
your head? A downpour All. Weekend. Long. when we were trying to cook out of
doors? Campsites collapsing into muddy heaps while “a river ran through it.” Heat
that would sicken you? Fatigue and anger when things weren’t going the way we
wanted? Before long, Mary Jo would have us in a great ‘festival of complaints” and
then we’d all feel better. Mary Jo frequently had us in stitches all day. You have to
love a friend like that. Never holier than thou. Never trying to smooth over ruffled
feathers. Oh no. She’d just let us all get it out of our system like a good therapist.
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Mary Jo loved fudge. “Always eat the candy and cookies first.” She loved the Cleveland Browns. She loved EVERY single thing about Williamsburg. She loved the whole
sense of the place, she loved living in an historic building or enjoying all of the amenities of the Williamsburg Inn. She and Bill made many trips there, and she loved every
second of them. And she enjoyed her career as a dental hygienist. She loved her family too, telling great stories about them until we felt like her family was ours.
Finally, my friend Mary Jo had a saying. “Everything is somewhere.” We quote that
ALL the time. “As Mary Jo says, ‘Everything is somewhere.’” And it is true. Everything
IS somewhere. And just like everything is somewhere, the love and humor and wisdom
and everything that Mary Jo Lucas was, will continue on. It will be somewhere. It will
be in our hearts and in our laughter and in our memories and in our gratitude. Mary Jo
is somewhere. She’s here with us. Huzzah, Mary Jo.
Dianne Miller, 5th Va. Reg’t
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I am extremely saddened to inform you that one of our own 60th Regiment/Butler's
Rangers unit members, Mike Crane, passed away yesterday here in Michigan. He was
hospitalized over this past weekend and passed away from covid and its complications.
I and my unit members are devastated, and I can't even imagine how his wife and their
young daughter are feeling right now. Mike was also a dedicated local governmental
employee for the Lansing, Michigan regional court system and an undersheriff for
Ingham County there as well (he was also a certified hockey athletic trainer and formerly worked for several minor league hockey teams; he was a military veteran also.)

I realize that many of our BAR/NWD members did not (or do not) know Mike, however,
some may recall that he attended the Fort Laurens event with me and our unit several
times. He was enthusiastic about our unit and the history associated with those original
regiments as well as the Rev War reenactment hobby in general. He was always locating and sharing new information about those subjects. In addition, if anyone would care
to send a sympathy card to his wife Jennifer (they have one young daughter), the address is as follows:
Jennifer R. Crane
11178 Flintrock Drive
Grand Ledge, MI 48837
Doc Todd Harburn,
Unit Commander, 60th Regt. 2nd-4th Battn./Butler's Ranger's Caldwell's Co
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James (Jim) Pastorius of Scotland, Penna., passed away in December 2021. Jim was
88 at his passing. He was a graduate of Penn State, where he participated in track.
Jim was a U.S. Army veteran, serving in Germany, before his career in industrial sales.
Jim was an avid reenactor, beginning in the early 1970s, with several Revolutionary
War units, as well as the U.S. Civil War and World War II. A conversation with Jim
about guns could go on very long, as he was very knowledgeable on the subject. Jim
spent his final days in the Chambersburg, Pa. hospital, and according to his friends he
asked that no calling hours or services be held for the public.
Bob Cairns, 8th Pa. Reg’t., Ft. Laurens Det.
Commander, NorthWest Department, BAR

Inspector’s Notes
Inspector’s reminder :
As we wait out the season in winter quarters I would like to take the opportunity to remind everyone that this is the time to order or make those things to
bring your kit up to date. Those 18c shoes or eyewear that you always meant to get
can be ready for the next event. If you have a new impression or display in mind now’s
the time to get it ready.
See you in the spring ,
Bill Lucas, 23rd Reg’t of Foot
N.W.D. Inspector
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Adjutant’s Freshest Advices
Winter has finally hit with a vengeance! We have at least 18” of snow on the
ground and the snowblower is getting a workout! I hope you all had a safe and
warm Holiday Season. Our NWD Board has been working hard on the 2022 Schedule. Make sure that you look at the Courier for Main Dept. Events too.
It is now late January and seriously time to get your BAR Dues and UPDATED information to your Unit Commander. That part Hasn’t changed! Your Commander
will enter your DATA into the BAR WEBSITE and submit the Unit Roster. The Unit
Commander can then pay your Unit’s dues at one time via several methods. Help
your Commander and get it done TODAY!
The 2022 Membership Renewal drive is officially underway!
All print rosters have been sent out as of today ~ They should be arriving within a
week or two.
In addition, all units with a Commander or Adjutant email on file have been sent
an online renewal file with instructions.
The new www.nwdbarshot.com website is up and running. You’ll find copies of
the BAR Shot and information about the schedule located there. Our site is now
hosted by the B.A.R. National website.
Stay Warm and Safe as we want to see you at the School!
Bob Kashary, 5th Va. Reg’t.
NWD Adjutant
Wanted- solid used muskets of European or Japanese manufacture. These will be
reconditioned and kept in our hobby. Contact Bob Cairns, robtcairns@cs.com, or
(330) 455-9722
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Editor: Karen Kashary
9390 Brecksville Road
Brecksville, OH 44141
The NWD B.A.R. SHOT is the newsletter of the North West Department, Brigade of the American Revolution (NWD-BAR) and has been in publication since 1977. It is sent to subscribers and
member families throughout the U.S. Subscription rates are $10 per year for non-members of
the NWD-BAR. Visit our website at nwdbarshot.com. Cutoff dates for submissions:
Winter Issue—Jan. 15 Spring Issue—April 15 Summer Issue—July 15 Fall Issue—Oct. 15
Contact the editor for advertising rates ($7-$40, depending on size and placement). The Brigade
of the American Revolution was established in 1962 as a not-for-profit association dedicated to
recreating the life and times of the common soldier of the War for Independence, 1775-83. The
NWD was established in 1973. Extracted passages are scholarly comment only.
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