
NW Dept. Shoot/School, 4-5 November. 

  
Site is Ft. LaBuse, Doc Shaffer’s place 
Directions 
The address is 7243 Shaffer Rd., Belleville, Ohio  44813-9085. 
The telephone number of the property owner is (419) 886-2097, but should only be used in case of an emergency.  
Bob Cairns’ cell phone will be at the event, and is (330) 806-1485.  Call this number first. 
 Belleville is southeast of Mansfield, Ohio. 

-take I-71 to Exit 165, Ohio Rt. 97 
-turn EAST off the exit toward Belleville 
-in Belleville turn RIGHT onto Main St., Ohio Rt. 13 
-take Ohio Rt. 13 to Bangorville East Rd. (County Rd. 405) 

-turn LEFT onto Shaffer Rd., and take it to the end.  Parking is just up the hill from the last house. 
  
Fort LaBuse is a very rustic, roomy place in the woods above a nice shooting range.   There is a lot of room for indoor 
sleeping and all the buildings are heated by wood-burning fireplaces or stoves.  We will shoot live and learn to bake bread 
with the large out-door oven.  We’ll have a tavern Saturday evening with amusements, and I know you’ll enjoy an 18th c. 
atmosphere. We will have an artillery class to teach how to crew the NW Dept. howitzer, as well as a 3 lb. cannon.  This 

instruction will be by Jim Workman, a VERY experienced black powder artillerist.  This event is a great way to end our 2017 
season.  
  
Meals 
You are on your own for every meal except Saturday supper.  Chris Ankeney will be preparing supper for us (food provided by the NW Dept.) using 
18th c. recipes and cooking methods.  If you wish to eat this meal, you MUST pre-register with Bob Cairns by Wed., Oct. 25th.  (See his contact info 
below).  
  
Live Shooting 
Bring 50 prepared lived rounds.  These live rounds are to be rolled in aluminum foil.  We will be shooting individual and team matches.  This shooting is 
to help you be/stay familiar with your firelock so that you can accurately interpret to the public, and you may also have some fun doing it.  (see 
attachment for rolling live rounds).  We’ll shoot our matches on Saturday, but we can also shoot Sunday. 
  
Sleeping Arrangements 
You will have to carry everything you bring from your car to the fort, so inflatable matresses or sleeping pads are good. 
Please also bring a full canteen of water, since are the water we use will need to be carried in.  
  
NW Dept. Board Meeting 
We’ll hold a NW Dept. Board meeting Sunday morning after breakfast, and you are, of course, welcome to attend. 
 Please come and help us close the NW Dept. Season with a great experience.  Don’t forget to let B. Cairns know by 25 Oct. that you plan to 
eat Saturday supper.  Contact him with any questions. 
  

Bob Cairns 
1919 Yale Ave. NW 
Canton, Ohio  44709 

(330) 455-9722 
robtcairns@ cs.com 

What should I bring? 

-a full canteen of water (all our water has to be hauled in, so we need to conserve). 
-bed roll (18th c. if you will). 
-tent, if you’re not sleeping indoors 
-eating utensils 

-firelocks and live, foil wrapped rounds (50). 
- food for breakfasts and lunch.  
  
What should I Not bring? 

- any food or beverage in a modern containers (No cans or modern bottles, cellophane or aluminum foil). 
-tobacco in modern forms (cigarettes, etc. . . ) 
  
Attached to this email are instructions to make live rounds in case you have never done it.  There will be PLENTY of help and 
instruction for new shooters, so don't be bashful. 
  
I’ll see you all at Ft. LaBuse !!! 
  
Bob Cairns 
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